How did a ﬁctional force invented by a 19th-century English writer inspire a body of myth
that takes in Nazi occultists, ﬂying saucers, secret societies and free energy – and continues
to ﬂourish online in the 21st century? At long last, THEO PAIJMANS can reveal
the truth about the fabled Vril Society…
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LEFT: Invitation by the RAG for a
lecture by Johannes Taufer on the
theme of Vril, the cosmic primal
power, its rediscovery and use and
the rebirth of Atlantis.

Kommende Deutschland’ (Imperial
Working Society The Coming Germany,
abbreviated to ‘RAG’), whose headquarters
were also located in Berlin, at Pallasstrasse
7-1.The second booklet, published
by Otto Wilhelm BarthVerlag, was
issued by the same organisation and
entitled Weltdynamismus. Streifzüge
durch technisches Neuland an Hand von

biologischen Symbolen (World
Dynamism – Forays through
technological New Lands Using
biological Symbols).
The Berlin group concerned
itself with a new energy force
called Vril, which it saw as one
of the technical properties of
Atlantis, and a new form of
spiritual technology. This would
eventually change mankind into
a higher species and reform
society as we know it into a
new utopia. The RAG compared
the Earth with an apple sliced
vertically in two halves – the
North Pole was the anode, or
positive, and the South Pole the
magnetic axis, the cathode, or
negative. From this, the RAG
drew certain technical and
physical conclusions for the
use of Vril energy, which it also
called “the all force of the forces
of nature”. Certain devices, described
as “ball- shaped power generators”
would channel “the constant ﬂow of free
radiant energy between outer space
and the Earth” and would enable “the
speciﬁc use of this energy”.2 Readers
were invited to enquire for further
information at the Berlin address given
in the pamphlets.
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liens from Aldebaran
channelling blueprints
for ﬂying saucers to
female mediums;
secret meetings with
obscure esoteric orders;
the construction of a
machine to travel to the hereafter; the
Black Sun; the power ofVril – this is
the current incarnation of a mythos
that started a mere 15 years after the
end of World War II. At its heart lies a
black lodge of wizards and magicians,
hovering over the cradle of National
Socialism – theVril Society.
In the spring of 1930, two slim
pamphlets appeared on the streets of
Berlin, one a mere 60 pages, the other
approximately half that length. Only
one pamphlet named its author, under
the penname of Johannes Taufer – or
‘John Baptist’.Two German occult
publishers distributed the pamphlets,
perhaps to a fairly wide readership
amongst the esoterically inclined. A
Berlin address was printed in both of
them. Having studied the pamphlets,
anyone wishing to know more could
obtain further information at this
address.
The 60-page booklet by ‘Johannes
Taufer’ appeared under the imprint of the
‘AstrologischeVerlag Wilhelm Becker’ 1
of Berlin. It bore the appropriate title
Vril. Die Kosmische Urkraft. Wiedergeburt
von Atlantis (Vril – The Cosmic Primal
Force – Rebirth of Atlantis).The publisher
was, in fact, an organisation that called
itself ‘Reichsarbeitsgemeinschaft Das

ABOVE LEFT: German edition of Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race. ABOVE CENTRE: Portrait of the author as a young man. ABOVE RIGHT: A tall, powerful female Vril-Ya.
BELOW: A letter from Johannes Janik on RAG stationary and a letter from Otto Wilhelm Barth, who published the second of the RAG pamphlets, both from the RAG Archive.

The idea ofVril was much older. It was born
in an 1871 novel called The Coming Race
by Edward Bulwer-Lytton (see FT292:63).
Bulwer-Lytton was a mixture of occultist and
post-gothic novelist who had enjoyed fame
with titles such as Rienzi and The Last Days
of Pompeii and offered glimpses of his occult
interests in Zanoni. The Coming Race was to be
the last book of his proliﬁc writing career.
One can read The Coming Race as a science
ﬁction story – somewhat archaic, yet still
captivating because of its potent ingredients:
a race of beings, vastly superior to man, living
inside the Earth, and a fantastic technology
somewhere between a fairy tale and such
post-JulesVerne conceptions as ﬂying wings.
The termVril is introduced for the ﬁrst time to
denote an all-pervading, immensely powerful
source or energy, which can heal or destroy
and which is employed by the superior race,
known as theVril-Ya.The women of this
humanoid race are taller and more powerful
than their male counterparts.TheVril-Ya
know of our existence – and with an unsettling
indifference they also know that one day
they will surface and put an end to the vastly
inferior species of Homo sapiens. BulwerLytton’s novel ends with a warning that we
must become aware, and realise that, one day,
theVril-Ya will rise.
“What isVril?” the unnamed protagonist
in Bulwer-Lytton’s novel asks himself in
astonishment. “There is no word in any
language I know which is an exact synonym
forVril. I should call it electricity, except that
it comprehends in its manifold branches other
forces of nature, to which, in our scientiﬁc
nomenclature, differing names are assigned,
such as magnetism, galvanism, &c… inVril
they have arrived at the unity in natural
energic agencies, which has been conjectured
by many philosophers above ground… by
one operation ofVril, which Faraday would
perhaps call ‘atmospheric magnetism’, they
can inﬂuence the variation of temperature
– in plain words, the weather; that by
other operations, akin to those ascribed

to mesmerism, electro-biology, odic force,
etc., but applied scientiﬁcally throughVril
conductors, they can inﬂuence over minds,
and bodies animal and vegetable, to an extent
not surpassed in the romance of our mystics.
To all such agencies they give the common
nameVril.” 3
The inﬂuence of The Coming Race upon the
occult underground was considerable. Helena
Petrovna Blavatsky (see FT302:32-37), the
co-founder of the Theosophical Movement,
considered Bulwer-Lytton as one of her most
important sources of inspiration. Reading one
of his novels when living in Saint Petersburg
practically started her occult career. In her Isis
Unveiled, Blavatsky exclaimed that BulwerLytton “allowed his readers to take it as a
ﬁction” and she saw the similarity ofVril with
Baron von Reichenbach’s Od, Levi’s Astral
Light and Akasha. “Absurd and unscientiﬁc as
may appear our comparison of a ﬁctitiousVril

invented by the great novelist, and the primal
force of the equally great experimentalist,
with the kabalistic astral light, it is
nevertheless the true deﬁnition of this force,”
she wrote. 4 Later, when she penned The Secret
Doctrine, she entitled a chapter “The Coming
Force”. Here, Blavatsky comparedVril with
the sidereal force of the Atlanteans, called
Mash-Mak, and concluded that “It is theVril of
Bulwer-Lytton’s The Coming Race”. 5 Through
Blavatsky, the concept ofVril spread far and
wide in theosophy, anthroposophy and other
occult milieux.

PSEUDOSCIENCE IN NAZILAND
The Berlin group was completely forgotten
and The Coming Race remembered, if at all,
as a literary curiosity when in 1960 Le Matin
des Magiciens (“The Dawn of Magic”) by
Francois Pauwels and Jacques Bergier was
published in France. In this best-selling book,
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ABOVE LEFT: Willy Ley, seen at right, with Wernher Von Braun (centre) and Dr Heinz Haber; Ley’s brief recollections formed the basis of the later Vril mythos.
ABOVE RIGHT: This 1928 pamphlet by Franz Wetzel and L Gföllner introduced Schappeller’s ideas on his method of creating free energy.

the authors offered a new look at the 19th and
20th centuries. It was in two parts, the second
of which brought the authors’ perspective to
the causes of World War II: the occult roots of
National Socialism.
National Socialism, as embodied in Hitler
and the Nazis, was brought into existence and
nurtured by obscure occultists and esoteric
orders.The most mysterious and foreboding of
them all – according to Pauwels and Bergier –
was a secret society in Berlin.They ﬁrst heard
of this mysterious order through a German
scientist, Dr Willy Ley, who immigrated to
America in 1933.This Berlin society was called
The Luminous Lodge, or theVril Society.
Pauwels and Bergier further claimed that
the Luminous Lodge had friends among the
Theosophists and the Rosicrucians. Karl
Haushofer, 6 a German professor of geopolitics
and friend of high-placed Nazi Rudolf Hess,
was a member of the Lodge. 7 TheVril
Society did not operate in a vacuum; it had
connections with the German Thule Society
and the British esoteric order The Golden

THE NAZISWERE
NURTURED BY
OCCULTISTSAND
ESOTERIC ORDERS
Dawn, Pauwels and Bergier claimed. 8
After Le Matin des Magiciens the ﬂoodgates
opened and many writers on the theme of
occultism and Nazism expounded on theVril
Society with enough enthusiasm to disguise
the fact that, as a rule, their claims were not
backed up by any evidence.
Today, what has grown over the years to
become what we might call the ‘Vril Mythos’
is grown stronger – and more wide-ranging –
than ever, especially on the Internet. Now, the

TOP: Following the publication of Pauwels and Bergier’s book, the Vril mythos took off; Nazi ﬂying saucers anyone?
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Vril Society is a secret organisation involved
in the construction of ﬂying saucers with
the help from aliens from Aldebaran, who
astrally transmitted the blueprints to two
female mediums in the 1920s.This original
story, introduced in 1992, has already given
rise to numerous variants: the mythos is still
evolving. 9
But – going back to earlier sources – what
did Willy Ley actually have to say concerning
theVril Society? His nine-page article titled
“Pseudoscience in Naziland” was published in
an American pup science ﬁction magazine in
1947. 10 In it, he described some of the German
irrationalist theories and movements, such
as Ariosophy, pendulum research, the Hollow
Earth theory and the doctrine of eternal
ice evolved by Austrian Hans Horbiger. On
the topic of theVril Society, Ley, without
even referring to it by this name, provided
precious few lines – only 33, to be precise:
“The next group was literally founded upon
a novel.That group which I think called itself
Wahrheitsgesellschaft – Society for Truth – and
which was more or less localised in Berlin,
devoted its spare time looking forVril.Yes,
their convictions were founded upon BulwerLytton’s The Coming Race.They knew that
the book was ﬁction, Bulwer-Lytton had used
that device in order to be able to tell the truth
about this ‘power’.The subterranean humanity
was nonsense,Vril was not. Possibly it had
enabled the British, who kept it as a state
secret, to amass their colonial empire. Surely
the Romans had had it, enclosed in small
metal balls, which guarded their homes and
were referred to as lares. For reasons which
I failed to penetrate, the secret ofVril could
be found by contemplating the structure of
an apple, sliced in halves. No, I am not joking,
that is what I was told with great solemnity
and secrecy. Such a group actually existed,
they even got out the ﬁrst issue of a magazine
which was to proclaim their credo. (I wish
I had kept some of these things, but I had
enough books to smuggle out as it was.)” 11
These sparse descriptions enabled German
author Peter Bahn, in the 1990s, to identify

the RAG as the model for theVril Society. 12
This in turn led to a further identiﬁcation
of what technology the RAG was actually
talking about. We can ﬁnd what the RAG
stated in 1930 on the subject of “primal
force”, the “primal machine” and “ballshaped aggregates”, in other previously
published pamphlets. One, published in
1928 in Munich, laid out the ‘Raumkraft’
or ‘spaceforce’ theory by Austrian inventor
Karl Schappeller.The booklet was written by
Franz Wetzel and L Gföllner, and was entitled
Raumkraft, Ihre Erschliesung und Auswertung
durch Karl Schappeller 13. A year later, in
1929, another pamphlet on Schappeller’s
spaceforce theory was published. 14

THE KING OF KARL’S CASTLE

Karl Schappeller (1875-1947) is certainly
one of the least known yet most important
persons of the 20th century free energy
scene. Biographical data are extremely hard
to obtain, yet we have collected enough to
paint a preliminary picture of the man and
his doings.
It is alleged that his work on his particular
philosophy of free energy began in the 1890s.
In the 1920s, Schappeller stayed inVienna,
where he collected around him a coterie,
many of whom were young engineers.
Schappeller developed new ideas on the
supply of free energy and found ﬁnancial
backers, even in industrial and clerical
circles. In 1925, he bought an
old castle in his hometown of
Aurolzmünster, where he led
a luxurious lifestyle, which
brought him ﬁnancial
difﬁculties.This led
outwardly to a negative
image, but his labours
inside the castle were of
a different order.There
he had earlier mentioned
Franz Wetzel, one of the leading
dowsers of his time, amongst his
co-workers. Schappeller was looked upon
favourably by industrial companies, such
as that of the Siegerland industrialist
Fritz Klein, whose book Logos und Bios was
advertised in the brochures of the Berlin
RAG group. Klein had visited Schappeller
in Aurolzmünster. By all accounts, he is an
interesting ﬁgure; he had travelled in China,
India, Java and Japan during World War I,
and after the war wrote two books in which
he set out his ideas about obtaining a higher,
multidimensional form of consciousness. 15
Schappeller even obtained funding
from the exiled German Kaiser, who was
living in the Netherlands. An English
shipping company was interested in
Schappeller’s aggregates, and at one
time entered serious negotiations about
a ship’s engine that was to be derived
from his ‘Raumkraft’ machines. When
Schappeller died, his research papers
and documents disappeared,
although it is also alleged
that he never really wrote
much down, leaving
that to others. It is
claimed, however,
that Schappeller or

LEFT: Karl Schappeller (1875-1947) developed new ideas on the supply of free energy
and found ﬁnancial backers, even in industrial, clerical and royal circles. TOP: The
castle in Aurolzmünster bought by Schappeller in 1925. ABOVE: The only known
sketch made by Schappeller on a napkin, picturing his ‘space force’ system.
ABOVE LEFT: Logo of the New Power Trust, a ﬁrm founded in the 1930s to
promote the use of Schappeller engines in ships of the British Navy.
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one of his co-workers did build at least
some prototypes.
Schappeller considered the primal
force as “that which holds the Earth
in its inner together”. He also stated
that “in the whole of nature, there
is no nothing. No useless space.
Where there is no matter, there is
energy; therefore a so-called empty
space is a space ﬁlled with force…
energy is space controlling, matter
is space ﬁlling. Because the cosmos
is a closed vacuum, it is an immense
space of energy.”16 Schappeller’s aim
was to create a “constant discharge”
between the cosmos and Earth,
which he considered to be a reservoir
of force. Since the word ‘plasma’
was still unknown at the time that
he conducted his experiments and
formulated his theories, he called
a similar phenomenon “electrical
vapour”, “luminous magnetism” or
“luminous ether”.The use of the dynamic
principles of the ether led to the construction
of a ball-shaped device in which the luminous
magnetism could be created and stored
permanently, to be used as the conductor
between the Earth and the cosmos.
Schappeller’s device resembled a
miniature Earth and was built from two
precisely calculated half globes with the hulls
consisting of magnetic parts and with an
inner room built of a nonmagnetic diaphragm.
Inside this globe were two magnetic poles of
“a certain mass”. Allegedly, a globe of only 6in
(15cm) diameter delivered an astoundingly
high number of kilowatts.The luminous ether
regenerated itself and only dissolved when
the globe was opened. 17

AN INVENTED SOCIETY

AVril Society such as Pauwels, Bergier and
a host of other writers constructed over the
years never existed. In the end, even the
mythos that has sprung up isn’t a clear-cut,
unchangeable affair. It is interesting to note
for instance that theVril Society was initially
seen – right up to the 1980s – as a shadowy,
magical group steeped in occult rituals of
the most unsavoury kind that, behind the
scenes, helped manipulate Hitler into power.
Only in the late 1980s and early 1990s did a
small group fromVienna calling themselves
Tempelhof Gesellschaft launch a fresh variant
by abandoning these old fashioned ritualmagic underpinnings and shifting the focus to
NOTES
1 German publisher Wilhelm
Becker belonged to the leading
German astrological scene long
before World War I. Becker stayed
in London for several years as
a student of Alan Leo (1860 –
1917), one of the most important
astrologists of late Victorian
England. Initiated and prepared
by Leo, Becker set up a ﬂourishing
astrologer’s shop in Berlin in 1910.
In: Peter Bahn & Reiner Gehring,
Der Vril Mythos, Omega Verlag,
1997, page 92. Cites as source
Ellic Howe’s Urania’s Children.
2 In Weltdynamismus. Streifzuge
durch technisches Neuland and
Hand von Biologischen Symbolen,
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LEFT: Johannes Taufer (1892-1966), writer of
the Vril. Die Kosmische Urkraft pamphlet.

ABOGUS HISTORY
OFASECRET
FLYING SAUCER
PROGRAMME
technology received from an extraterrestrial
race.This version introduced female
mediums and astral contacts with aliens from
Aldebaran and concocted an entire bogus
history of a secret ﬂying saucer construction
programme.
In reality, Willy Ley – 17 years after the
event – brieﬂy remembered an odd group
in 1930s Berlin, and it was this scanty
recollection that formed the basis for Pauwels
and Bergier’s creation of the ‘Vril Society’,
three years after Ley had devoted a few
brief lines to the subject in a science ﬁction
magazine. From these beginnings, the whole
thing took off.
Returning to the source – the RAG – it
was impossible to make any further progress
since their two pamphlets were published
anonymously. Who was behind this group
remained a mystery.That is, until a Swiss
researcher contacted me a few years ago. By
an incredible stroke of luck he had acquired

a large archive, which had been
destined for the rubbish heap.
The archive proved to be a treasure
trove – and enabled me to see behind
theVril Society. Original documents
from the 1930s divulged everything
in regards to the RAG: membership
lists, internal correspondence, and
the much sought after but elusive
identity behind Johannes Taufer,
the writer of the Vril. Die Kosmische
Urkraft. Wiedergeburt von Atlantis
pamphlet. His name was Johannes
Janik. Janik was born on 27 July
1892 in Nikolsburg, a city in the
Czech Republic. He died in 1966 in
Augsburg.The irony is that he was
still alive when Le Matin des Magiciens
was published and even when the
German translation entitled Aufbruch ins
dritte Jahrtausend appeared in 1962. Since
Janik was involved in all kinds of esoteric
endeavours till his death, one wonders
whether he read the book and if he would
have recognised in its tall tale his doings of
some 32 years earlier.
The factual history of the RAG, though, is
far more interesting. It concerns a small group
that was not afﬁliated to upcoming National
Socialism, although it did inspire Heinrich
Himmler in later years.The RAG was part
of a vibrant, pre-World War II underground
in which unknown energies and paradigmshifting technologies were debated. Its history
also uncovers the fascinating trail by which
a ﬁctional force invented by a 19th century
Englishman made its way through various
occult milieux and became a topic of research
and philosophising in Germany before the
Nazis took power. How this developed, and
what became of the RAG, is a fascinating
theme and subject of my forthcoming book –
and, ultimately, this is the source from which
the wholeVril Society mythos sprang. FT
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